Basiall 4y ad) <l jlay) B gaS AL daal) jaigall

Q_u:sg_u\@mﬁwpﬁyuuumuuu\muus\j }ms_uune;mmsu_mu : Cpual) B3 gal)
S] Cupaall ddy iy o sla g | oY) 138 Gawily sacluall adilad ALLY) # Hh oL Cuaall 8 Jal Gias 13)5 ALY

el cadlay

4l A ales de sana A 56,1 aleall de gana s 56.1 aleal) Ao sane 28 Ul 5 52 2 U ¢ il ~lua - gauS il
4 38 pall 3Ll 8 A gl Adhaia (paa la i a3 ) Ay janl) A& udarll g ) jadidl e gl e A g e
Al Jie Elaal e i s jacans 5 Ly i &5 Al 5 485 V)

o SIS S S i) e langd) b el WS 5w Sulia s aias o jidia Gind Jall gl b aa gy
(M/V Front Altair) Ll s duiudl e cilesgl) ¢S5 (Motor Vessel (M/V) Kokuka Courageous)
Kokuka sl e asmedl o (NAVCENT) 4Soall sl 4m sl e ) &Soal of oliul g
Al JSeatan o Lial & g Ay dpadaline Y dagm culS L cial ) Y15 Courageous
M/V il e oyl S 5o sl Guoall i (55 O olaca) &8 63 saadll ahata A = i 53 (555 O aSSay

Al o e a2l )i s Kokuka Courageous

Al Je (3uadll aalll i 48 o3 o) a8 gall (and e SA g de pun Slall G1Sa ) Jgea gl (e Ly j3 S0 N8
S =Yy MV Kokuka Courageous 4uiudl e Frame 36 el ) wall 4 s (gl #8 gall XS
el Lo g S dndull Gl aja itk avs ae GEL Y 4500 ALY 6 gas ae B8R i) B jia 8 sl
Y ALYl sa g0 JI ) e Gupdalina (IS 106 Ul didully aalll Jay ) 438 o3 (5301 28 sall (e Aol 5 02 ) (e G2 Al

Andally aday; AdS e Gl dige s didad) g e s Lal ollia il aday ) a3 (2l) GaaSl pall) pial Aoy

f&éLz.}JL”ﬁJ}J\J\BALAQAQ}SQQ;M\}@AM\eﬂS\Qr.e;td\ DadiV) Jady 3 ) paia adad salatinal (e (33 al) oS3 LS
Ay 43 LS g o i Sy asagdl o daladinl &5 Al 3aadl) aalll of g 43 oSyl of 1Sy La g AS el o) sall )
Al Y A Suall (g el 8 Aidle Jadlly L je 3 Al Al oY) ) laill cdy g

LS b ae Jamd s 5l 3 el @SS g 2 sl olpall 8 A3) sall AaDlall &y ad dangd IS5y o sagll (e g 53l 12a g
Cilel s el a3V e 6l asen aandiip 3ladll al) @aail) e ALYl dadll) 4 s laal Gualiy)
aall (e ddadill s2a die ALY &l Juaall il 5 A0l sall oyl g8l

Oiw&ggum_qﬁﬂ\wmsgq}_@\ﬁg\éﬂ\myds.:w,;,m q}djﬁaﬁhﬁw\s)@;g:diw\
O Yy Aaiad) Jalaedl lSa e dmiag a3 4l ) gan s Sarlll pay (e Ut of GliSay 13l ol ) Lexd (S 138

Gt s aall) Ol Vs Vg celall (358 dnuzag a3 3) ¢ 3Dl aadll aaza g ai il g axlll a8 0 sl gy ol ;g8 iGN
Al s Ay 5 Sy Anid

‘_g FEA &_’\_953\ LG_A ‘;J\ || eL’JY\ ).\.\S Aa ‘_A\ 4.\..».\ WJJ\ (uﬂ\ U‘ B 41l LSJM @U\ u.al;l\ d‘}uﬂ\
M) eaﬂ‘ Ay 4l ) a3 il ()l 43S el sabl) A e (i s Wb allall elail ases

OS M/ V Kokuka Courageous didull e a8y o) agagdl ) 4 35S jall 32081 45 jm andl Caldy: gus A3AY)
A V) A Sl (g yadl 8 Aeriivuall @l Y aa ) 40 Lgaladiind Al 48D AV () 5 ABadl) alalY) A
Al e capill i IS5 G de (S5 e i) 8 Ol el dalleae 8 o @il 3 e ciladle @l

Lema (slalaty AN Gl padiall @ 3 paat e aelus



(8 2S5y e ) gl g S Lol aiad Ja 5 0l gaall 038 3 skt 58 oS gl 138 = el Lo iy 13 o aie | ) gl
Adhiall sda

g@‘ﬁ%l@gbo@jidﬁj&mgkwijlﬁw.C)A‘}S\C)ABJEBJ};}A&AM\ew;Y‘@LS s oS ailal)
(Al )

¢ [g soe ] Wiy oSl o liSay (S cpiian L daiias il J s Laxie 1) gudl

J ) W M/V Front Altair 4.l s M/V Kokuka Courageous didudl e (e sagdl A (auiatll (o) 7 g8 2ildl)
Lol

o 3 S AN Al (m semny (bailly (50 585 0 5 00 58 Lo (g5 TG (A )L 5 AT ol lia (o) 1))
Lea pady S ) A

Jal e Al sl alase ) (’SLALMJ Wols J) L oaiindl LS a N Ls);‘ e 4 et s
eI LIS 5 i gaady AEL)

_O\ﬁ;\@@mgﬂ\ émaﬁuma@g@@ud?m&i}ws ) 35 8IS o)yl eSlae QL‘&%‘@LJ)ESL\JJ - JI sl
(e daae 5l Ao sane 40l o gagdl @l (L a8 A0S 0¥ 4 S pall B2l 4 anl Gueladl J sl o) G I8 Ja (S35
fle 43y Hhay ()l ) 6 Dlae

JS8s dliia laray Jang 4l 5 48aY alally o san 4l (g LS Y 43S el 80L8N 4 jay s o J 580 LT g8 LAY
Jaa S

faxy V) ) e o Al cilana 8 Lgalasind &5 1) alIY) a4l dllia Ja ;) smd)

Slalus M/V Kokuka Courageous disull (a sads (s lall 38aill 5 o gagd) 134 e Guaall lia Ui ga8 28N
Al EEssl ya gady 438l <Y 35S yall 3alaall 4yl Adlall (g 5dd) Cals g )

U JalS IS cilangll o Y A8 5V 438 el 33LE0 &y pmy b ST JSE ) 5aY) a5 ol e (ST 1) aad)
Adaalll oda & Jell

AL AIYL s sagdl G A8y 5aY) 43S el 82UEN 8 4 el anli () ;g i)

folaall a5 elinally Gaiail) B peind O Lide Cang Ja 1) pedd)

Aoleal) 038 (8 (i 535 ()5 e apaliY) LS 55 pa Ly la I Lo 5 AT 550 (iial) () 1 g8 A

On Osalay D) e B A B e e s il o o elall (52 Gl sl s o5 1) gl
fLEAY) sl slan | 58 agil T an W 3 il pe @Bl aalll A1) G5l slag 58 5 ab el oy 4] 7 gaia g0 (o il
Ay S Jas Ay S al salall 4 ay et dgay (b Ly el g Lo Aniudl 318) Oslslan aedl 1san Vs clld (e
€ ) m jal Lo sis Al slae

pe2d) 53 a sady eSS (gl Gl ; gaiS AN

Sl Heda o 1l Le Ja SaBlall Ly 13l 1) gmd)



3 5en A8l Uia Ul Lls I Lo sl o 5 4 S al) 82080 4 jay sl dalal) (5580 Cilaga ) aSLal ;- g8 2ilAY
(il JLaS) (e 83 (31 (3 Al

il g By 0 alas 3 il Laluad | 50l gl J s lae 3 5ed il 55 OB (s UL ULl R
A s o bl Jgd

u\ sms.\j cmai u\ ‘;cﬁ-&d‘} Ade (e ?M‘ &ﬁ} Gls ‘):\31.3 95\ 4] w:ﬂb‘).\u\ eLu:\}\ Qg U‘ :\9.\,}5 Qilal

EJJ\}GL}M‘Y‘D&‘:_ULS\J}LAMJ&A?G_AMUAJ} gﬂh\}i)eg..}‘\dp@l\uﬁﬂ\dw&bb)@ua)@\dhugd‘f’.u.d!
A aall) (g il L)

i) bl ol il a3 ga g 2 GES Y Wlicand Al 1) of Al 8 i€ e gaS SIAY

dlee Cum (e (38 llia Jgd i gl) (ymadd 48 Jina Gy s il Laalan) 8 caalil (DB (pe 0l 2 5m 5 e 1) e

Lol J e il ¢g a0 5 50 2 g8 iAY
[£ samse e ]Anlill dadidl e Al Guis il Ja 1) gead)

Kokuka Courageous 4w 4 L asl 5 Lihu 4l 4d8le iS5 Lola J1) Le Gaiaill o 31 5 50 1 g8 AilAY
el sl s

(e gl i e Lea Kokuka Courageous 4uiud) e lagaladind &5 cpdll aealll o cpll 5 (53 (s 1) saad)
¢alaly)
(ﬁ

SIS a5 g8 AN
&s;gﬂ\)@&@m@mém OS5 Iyl atie] SaldY) day )y a3 S Canal o Sy da 1))
ai sl ) Ll syl Cgsia 3 o501 el Ja s $asull s o Lo ooy i (S Sa0LE 138 Jgb | ualisdll

Suase Ay o3y adid ol 4y i) paliiall aal e Yoy e 8 (e A

35 Vs legie de sana 5 Gudaline adad ol jualisay 32l Aidud b sy Ly o ) AUl AlY) : gas wildl)
.w\&wjéqsdéﬁ\djélhd};mma\)&y

AL 3 J)) e ol s Al 48U K okuka Courageous i) (e J silinall Jin xidd Ja ;) sed)
el sudl 5 Sa o @l Ja clia HXie A A3AY
Ledala 8 Jilial) Jaas 1LY il Ja |, J il 1) uad)

Y Leren s AUal AaY) Gandons sl 558 O 5 Sl Gandl 4 Uiy b (3iat s Uliad (e (i pall () £ g8 20U
il b e culS il A gaall e Cuaall kil



€ aaall JLSY ey sl llia Ja 21 el
AL in e s (b la 1 Le gaaall 2 g4 ALY

Ll U85 S cabal Glanay e Jant of blSaly da gl ¢ a1 8 4l Ly ol s cava J 81 iy e 1) gl
SOl 13 (pe il Laia

al (e Auilin Famd i) Lealatind (S 5 clise AL o3¢l bl ilaay o Jpnally Lk 36 - S LAY
A e Gl g el danlae

faualli (4ka) 4 e sl Slalaae (5l 1) el

A 3 5585 () LSy iy Gl 5 bl Cilaay 5 4 U1 7 948 2ilAY)

a0 cails e Ll ) ) adl T e bial Cilanay Jlasil e 5 )08 oS3 cilS Ja 1) ged)
LSS Adlal)

Y Alae o puly pilll aa dilae 5 e Ciela ) BT Ol (aaSliacii€ Ja 1) gead)

i) e cul€ ol BT ol oSl of gl 7 g0 L&Y

Sarlll 8 &l adiall g 55 sa La 1) gaadl

gl il 8 aS) e slea ol a5 Ll 1) Le (Bl g AN

I S ads JadVI Gl el e die AN 8 AlaIV) 038 auzag ol 3) S gl a5 f elieUainly Ja 1) aead)
A GAN i e Ui o el Jgd L gl) (e e

clad) ) 8 e sleall 038 (5 ) sa 2 s Y 7 S iR
[4]

el gy paill o eV Y s S el La Al 5 )y (e dedie Aplae dedd a dea il o2a
(s

Presenter: Commander Sean Kido, Commanding Officer, Task Group 56.1
June 19, 2019

Media Availability with Commander Kidoin UAE



STAFF: So, I'm going to go ahead and bring Commander Kido out. Again, he's going to
talk through some brief introductions and he’ll open it up to questions. If it seems like we're
talking over each other during the questions, I’ll help moderate that. Otherwise, I'll turn it over to
you, sir.

CMDR. KIDO: Good morning. I'm Commander Kido. I'm the CO of Task Group 56.1.
Task Group 56.1 is a Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal and Diving and Salvage Task Group
deployed to the CENTCOM AOR, trained and prepared to respond to events such as this.

Right now, there is an ongoing joint and combined investigation with our regional
partners into the attacks on Motor Vessel (M/V) Kokuka Courageous as well as M/V Front
Altair. | can tell you now that it is NAVCENT’s assessment that the attack on M/V Kokuka
Courageous and the damage that was caused was a result of limpet mines that were attached to
the skin of the ship. And you can clearly see, in the video that's been released, an IRGC navy
boat approached the M/V Kokuka Courageous and removed the limpet mine from the hull of the
ship.

Our team was able to arrive on scene in an expeditious manner [and] was able to examine
the site where the limpet mine was attached to the ship as well as the site where the damage
occurred, at Frame 36 on the M/V Kokuka Courageous. The damage at the blast hole is
consistent with a limpet mine attack. It is not consistent with an external flying object striking
the ship. What the team was able to observe and recover from the site where the limpet was
attached to the ship at Frame 106 was a magnet that remains as well as an imprint of the limpet
mine that had been attached. There were also nail holes in the hull of the ship, indicating how it
was attached to the ship.

In addition, the team was able to recover fragmentation caused by the detonation from the
limpet mine, which was composed of aluminum material as well as composite material. What |
can tell you is that the limpet mine that was used in the attack is distinguishable and is also
strikingly bearing a resemblance to Iranian mines that have already been publicly displayed in
Iranian military parades.

This type of attack is a threat to international freedom of navigation in international
waters as well as freedom of commerce. We're working with our regional partners to ensure
freedom of navigation as well as the free flow of commerce and we encourage all forces to abide
by international standards, customs and laws. With that, I'll open up for questions

Q: Commander, you say it strikingly bears a resemblance to an Iranian mine. It's a little
bit of wishy washy in there. How much certainty do you have that this was an Iranian mine, and
what can you tell us about the positioning of the mine? It seems like it was set to a place to
disable rather than to destroy the ship.

CMDR. KIDO: So, I'll start with your question about the location of the mine and where
the limpet mine was placed. It was placed above the water, and it does not appear that the
intention was to sink the vessel. And would you repeat the remainder of your question?



Q: The second thing you said that the limpet mine bore a striking resemblance to Iranian
limpet mines. Limpet mines are used by armed forces around the world. How certain is
NAVCENT about that assessment that it resembles the limpet mine?

CMDR. KIDO: NAVCENT’s assessment is that the attack occurring on the M/V Kokuka
Courageous was a result of limpet mines. The limpet mine that was used does bear a striking
resemblance to that which has been publicly displayed in the Iranian military parades. There are
distinguishing features, and | will let you know that EOD technicians in the U.S. service are all
trained to identify key identification features which help us indicate what type of ordnance we're
approaching.

Q: So, I think that leads on to his question. How sophisticated are these devices? Do they
pose a threat to US forces in this region?

CMDR. KIDO: So, limpet mines have been around for a long period of time. It appears
as though this was factory made and I will not speculate to any threat to forces at this time.

Q: When you say factory made, how can you be sure of that [inaudible]?

CMDR. KIDO: So, the investigation is still ongoing for both of the attacks on M/V
Kokuka Courageous and M/V Front Altair.

Q: So, [are other] countries taking part in the investigation?And which one is leading it,
and are you also investigating the other vessel? Because we haven't seen anything on that one.

CMDR. KIDO: Again, the investigation into both vessels are ongoing, and I'll refer you
to the PAO for a discussion about our regional partners.

Q: So, are you saying with certainty that Iran or Iranian proxies were behind this? You're
saying things like it bears striking resemblance to something that may have come from Iran. But
are you saying with certainty that in fact Fifth Fleet NAVCENT assesses that this was an attack
by some sort of an Iranian group or proxy?

CMDR. KIDO: I'm saying that NAVCENT’s assessment is that it was an attack by a
limpet mine, and that it bears a striking resemblance.

Q: Is there any resemblance to the mines that were used in the other attacks on the four
ships?

CMDR. KIDO: I'm here to talk about the attack and the investigation on the M/V Kokuka
Courageous. | refer you to the NAVCENT PAO for any discussions of previous investigations..

Q: But, just to be clear, NAVCENT is not is not providing complete attribution to who
was behind the attacks at this point.



CMDR. KIDO: NAVCENT’s assessment is that it was conducted by a limpet mine
attack.

Q: We have to continue investigation in the port, out of the water?

CMDR. KIDO: The investigation again is ongoing with our regional partners, and | will
not go into the process of that.

Q: The limpet mine was placed above the water on the hull, and the craft that approached
the vessel clearly presumably would have known that they will have been photographed trying to
remove the unexploded limpet mine. It doesn’t seem that they were trying to hide from this, and
it doesn’t seem they were trying to sink the vessel. What is your opinion? What is the view of
NAVCENT? Was this an attempted show of strength of some sort?

CMDR. KIDO: I have no speculation into what their motives were.

Q: What can you tell me about the crew? Are they still on the boat?

CMDR. KIDO: I refer you to the NAVCENT PAO for that. It is an ongoing investigation
and I'm here to discuss the efforts that the team was able to accomplish from the investigation.

Q: The Japanese owner of one of the tankers is using eyewitness accounts to say that they
saw flying objects before this explosion happened. Do you have any explanation for that?

CMDR. KIDO: The presence of flying objects has no bearing on whether or not or what
the attack was. Excuse me, let me correct myself. The damage that we observe is consistent with
a limpet mine attack. It is not consistent with an external flying object hitting the ship.

Q: But that goes right against eyewitness accounts that say that they saw it. So it's
important to know whether these were incoming objects or whether it was the mine itself.

CMDR. KIDO: What I can tell you is the damage that we examined is not consistent with
an external flying object hitting the ship.

Q: With the two tankers, one of them erupted in flames and burned for a while. Is it a
difference of where those mines were set?

CMDR. KIDO: Again, the investigation is ongoing.
Q: Was it the same mines on the second vessel [inaudible].

CMDR. KIDO: Again, the investigation is ongoing. I can only discuss one vessel,
Kokuka Courageous, at this time.

Q: Sir, two questions. The two mines that were used on the Kokuka Courageous —
they’re the same type of mines?



CMDR. KIDO: It appears so.

Q: So can you describe how the mines were attached? | think it looked like there may
have been six magnets on the back of the mine, as well as nails. Is that common? How would
you go about sticking something on the side of the ship? And does the height on the water level
also suggest that it was attached from a boat, rather than from a frogman or somebody in a scuba
suit?

CMDR. KIDO: Limpet mines are attached to the skin of a ship commonly by nails and
magnets or a combination or either one. So, no specific indications there, and | won't speculate to
how it was placed on the ship.

Q: Did you already transfer the methanol off the Kokuka Courageous onto another
tanker. Is it still inside the tanker?

CMDR. KIDO: I'm sorry, can you repeat the question?
Q: Methanol. It was a tanker carrying methanol inside.

CMDR. KIDO: Methanol. The purpose of our investigation and our investigation team is
to examine the forensic evidence and collect that. | cannot speak to the cargo that was onboard.

Q: Do you have any timeframe for the investigation to conclude?
CMDR. KIDO: The investigation is ongoing, and it will continue until complete.

Q: In your experience, when you say that it could be bearing a resemblance, is it possible
to get a fingerprint, an absolute identity and say, yes, this absolutely came from this place?

CMDR. KIDO: So, we've recovered biometric information to this point already, which
can be used to build a criminal case to hold the individuals that are responsible accountable.

Q: Biometric information, meaning what?
CMDR. KIDO: Handprint, fingerprints, latent prints of value.

Q: You’d be able to get fingerprints from that handprint that we saw on the side of the
hull?

CMDR. KIDO: Yes.

Q: Could you be certain the handprint came from the placing of the mine rather than the
recovery?

CMDR. KIDO: I can be certain that the handprint was on the ship.



Q: What kind of explosive was in the mine?

CMDR. KIDO: The investigation is still ongoing. I don't have that information for you
right now.

Q: And can we just clarify the timing? These mines were placed on the 13th, and the
explosion took place on the 14th. Do you have the exact time?

CMDR. KIDO: I don't have that information on hand with me right now.

[End]



